Continuing Threats

The least tern faces many obstacles on its :omm:w territory:

e storm tides - extreme high tides can overwash nests and eggs.

* oil spills and other pollutants - may contaminate water and
tern feeding areas

» predation - brown rats, raccoons, skunks, foxes, great black- -
backed and herring gulls, great horned owls, black-crowned
night herons, northern harriers, and American kestrels all eat
tern eggs and chicks.

* habitat loss - terns compete for space on the beach with humans
and coastal developments; undisturbed sandy beaches are
becoming scarce.

¢ human disturbance - foot and vehicle traffic may crush nests
and chicks; kite-flying near colonies flushes adults, which may
interpret the kites as predators;

* pets - loose dogs may kill chicks or flush adults off nests,
exposing eggs and chicks to predation and the elements, house
cats hunt in tern colonies;

Protection

Each nesting season, posts, signs, and snow fencing are erected on the
beach around least tern colonies. Along with beach closures, this helps
keep human disturbance to a minimum. .

Things You Can Do to Help Protect the Least Tern

* Respect all areas fenced or posted to protect wildlife.

* Do not approach or linger near least tern colonies.

* Keep pets leashed, if pets are permitted on beaches.

* Don’t leave food or scraps on beaches. Garbage attracts
predators.

The least tern is protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and by
some State laws.

For further information, contact the US. Fish and Wildlife Service,
One Gateway Center, Newton Corner, MA 02158, or your State natural resource agency.

Dlustrations by Paul J. Fusco and provided courtesy of Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection, Wildlife Division. All rights retained.
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